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COMPLAIN NOT, 
Complain not of the sadness, 
The sorrow and the gloom, 
That hover o'er life's pathway 
'Twixt the cradle and the tomb. 
'Tis true, there's much of sorrow, 
But, oh ! there're joj's as well 
That thrill the soul ; and laughter 
Ring's out its merry swell. 
This life has much of sunshine, 
Of hope, and cheer, and joy 
Despite earth's disappointments— 
Despite their power t' annoy. 
Dark clouds may o'er us gather, 
Fierce storms around us rage ; 
But hope peers through the darkness, 
Its brow our griefs assuage. 
Could we but bring together 
The sorrows of our soul, 
Apart from all our blessings, 
'Twould sum a mighty whole. 
And so, with all the pleasure 
Of human, earthly life ; 
If piled in one vast laver, 
'Twould seem there were no strife. 
So, while there is some sorrow 
Poor mortals to annoy, 
There's much of mirth and sunshine 
To thrill their souls with joy. 
—Sel. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
THE SOUL, 
We have heard many comments 
on the above subject. The ques-
tion which lias full}'' developed itself 
is t h i s : "Why do the Pro tes tan t 
churches reel t o and fro as a drunk-
en m a n ? " To the student of proph-
ecy i t is evident t h a t the time is a t 
hand when the elect must pu t on 
the bridal robe, pure and white, un-
tainted by world, flesh or doctrines 
of devils. 1 Tim. iv, 1. Men have 
expostulated and philosophized for 
centuries, until the minds of man-
kind in general have become so 
alienated from the t ru th t h a t if a 
man of God were t o arise and say, 
"and God breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life and man be-
came a living soul," he would—by 
many who claim to be or thodox 
Christians—be called a prophet of 
Beliel. 
Men may imagine, believe and 
teach t h a t God breathed mind or 
intelligence into Adam, but there 
yet remains the first word of sacred 
writ t o be found to substant ia te 
this idea. We must abide by the 
Mosaic account of this mat te r if we 
would find the harmony of the 
scriptures as given from Genesis t o 
Revelations. We have heard men 
reason concerning the spiritual (?) 
death which Adam died, in the day 
wherein he ate of the forbidden fruit. 
We would only call the at tent ion 
of the reader to the marginal read-
ing: "Dying thou shalt die." 
The only way to harmonize the 
fall and the redemption is t o accept 
the Bible t r u t h ; namely, t h a t in 
eating of the forbidden fruit, the 
germ of mortality was sown in 
Adam's literal body. All Bible stu-
dents are free to admit t h a t prior 
to Adam's trangression he had 
right to the tree of life, which right 
conferred on him the privilege of 
living forever. To say t h a t Adam, 
as formed out of the dust of the 
ground was not the real man is sim-
ply to assume t h a t Biblical litera-
ture is a mere farce. And right a t 
this point, the beginning of man's 
creation, is the switch which Satan 
uses to turn men into the line of 
heathen (Platonic) philosophy. 
Saying t h a t God formed man is 
saying- t h a t he formed him perfect; 
but saying t h a t he was formed per-
fect, does not say t ha t he was set in 
motion. I t was the breath of life 
which made him to become a living-
soul. 
Darwin's theory of t racing man 's 
origin to the ape, tadpole or mol-
lusk, failed of general acceptance; 
he failed to find the connecting-link. 
So, also, certain theories of modern 
mental scientists might be better 
relished by some if the dividing line 
between mind and mat te r were more 
definitely given. Some zealous men 
will advance the idea t h a t as man 
was created in the image and like-
ness of God, he must necessarily 
have been created a threefold per-
sonage; but the falsity of this idea 
is a t once exposed by the fact t h a t 
God is all-knowing, all-seeing, and 
is from eternity t o eternity. 
To assume t h a t the human mind 
is an existence, eternal, like God, is 
saying t h a t the literal man is a 
mere machine. Why do men as-
sume t h a t Adam was imbued with a 
"from eterni ty" intelligence, with-
out for a moment considering the 
theory as altogether impracticable 
in the birth of children ? 
Paul ' s words to theThessilonians 
is often the last resort for those who 
hold the threefold theory: "And I 
pray God your whole spirit and 
soul and body be preserved blame-
less unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." If the union of two 
chemical ingredients had never pro-
duced a third, and t h a t even more 
excellent than the others, we might 
have some cause for a ha l t ; but 
since Moses says t h a t the union of 
body and spirit constitute the soul, 
we accept the sacred writer's words 
until God chooses t o reveal the his-
tory of man's creation in another 
light. But the question which 
arises, and rightfully arises in the 
mind of every intelligent man and 
woman is th i s : "if the doctrine of 
' the immortal i ty of the soul' as 
t a u g h t by Protes tant ism, Catholic-
ism and Paganism (under different 
forms) is false, how or where did it 
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originate? and by what means has 
the Christian world become intox-
ica ted?" I t is beyond the ability 
of the writer to enter into detail 
concerning the origin of this doc-
trine more t han t o s t a te t h a t it is 
an instigation of sata,uic develop-
ment. 
I t is, however, agreed by all his-
to ry on the subject t h a t the t rans-
migration theory was t augh t by 
Egypt ian priests in the days of 
t h a t nat ion 's prosperity, many cen-
turies before the Christian era. 
Buddhism, Brahmanism and Con-
fucianism all have their peculiar 
theories concerning the soul, but it 
probably remained for Greek philos-
ophers in their searchings after the 
unknown God to give a sway to-
wards the civilized nat ions of the 
Christian era. 
Pla to , in searching after the ' 'un-
known," fell into the line of reason-
ing t o which mental science seems 
to look with pride. But where is 
the intelligent man, who, having 
read Pla to ' s " Immor ta l i ty , " does 
not s tand in awe, seeing the ut ter 
falsity of a principle founded only 
upon the reasoning of man. The 
man who accepts P la to ' s philoso-
phy must accept it as a whole. If 
we reject i t in par t , we deem i t non-
sacred. And truly there is no har-
mony whatever between it and sa-
cred writ. I t was undoubtedly t o 
some of these theories t h a t Paul 
had reference when he warned Tim-
othy to discard "oppositions of sci-
ence, falsely so-called, which have 
caused some to err concerning the 
faith." 
No one who has carefully read 
church history of the first centuries 
will fail t o notice the great contro-
versies which the Platonic theories 
have brought about . The mystery 
of iniquities already worked in 
Paul 's day, bu t it remained for Ori-
gin of the third century t o scatter 
far and wide the doctrines of non-
reality, thus making way for Pa-
pacy. He also assumed and t augh t 
t h a t " the Holy Scripture may be 
obliged t o say anything, everything 
or nothing, according to the fancy. 
peculiar creed, or caprice of the in-
terpreter." And what was the out-
growth of this assumption but the 
doctrines concerning purgatory, for 
the release of damned souls, by pay-
ing a bounty to the priestcraft of 
Rome? (We especially refer the 
reader to the writings of Origin as 
found in the Ante-Nicine Christian 
library. Yol. 1, page 118. Subject, 
"The Soul.") In the beginning of 
the seventh century, when Papacy 
was fully established, the doctrines 
of Romanism were forced upon all 
nations t o the u tmost of the "Har-
lo t ' s " capacity; and, lamentable it 
is, t h a t al though the reformers 
brought about religious liberty, 
they failed to release the minds of 
the nat ions from the effects of the 
intoxicating cup. Tha t our t rans-
la tors have been held in captivity 
by this doctrine will a t once be seen 
by their disagreement or passages 
of sci'ipture which relate t o the fu-
ture s ta te of the dead. 
Let the rea.der notice all such pas-
sages in the original. Also, com-
pare the words spirit and soul; the 
first, as referring to the principle of 
life; the second, as referring t o the 
animated body. One Catholic 
priest, when, being asked plainly, 
honestly and intelligently t o ex-
press his views and the views of an 
infallible (?) church on the immor-
tality question, evaded every effort, 
al though strenuous to speak on the 
subject. Another, first by a chari-
table exchange of words and follow-
ed by an exchange of letters, con-
cluded t h a t "we reason out the im-
mortality of the soul." 
If holy (?) fathers who proclaim 
the doctrine of purga tory t o the 
people can show no better evidence 
of an intelligent existence between 
death and the resurrection, is it no t 
high time for men who claim more 
enlightenment to look about and 
see whether indeed the Word of God 
is the foundation of their faith ?• 
H. N. EXGLE. 
Grati tude t o a covenant God 
makes even a temporal blessing a 
taste of hnaven,—Romaine. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
EEADLTO INTO THE BIBLE, 
I t is one thing to read out of the 
Bible or the things spoken of in the 
Bible and quite another thing t o 
read into the Bible. The Bible is 
God's book; but the Bible as inter-
preted by any class of men is God's 
book and no small degree of human 
understanding woven into it. In 
In reading the Bible one must needs 
keep these two things sharply 
apar t , the book of God and the hu-
man understanding. Tradi t ional 
views and human understandings 
go a great ways with' some learned 
thinkers as well as with some whose 
learning is limited. To read the Bi-
ble for the experimental thought 
and life which are in it, one must 
come through a mental discipline 
so as t o cure his prejudice. This 
discipline is penitence, contrition, 
regeneration. 
Now one may read into the Bible 
false notions, opinions which are 
wrongly drawn, and this will pro-
duce results quite different from 
reading out of the Bible. To read 
the good-book with the color which 
we have received from even respect-
able sources, and t h a t color no t 
being founded on the divine word, 
is t o weave into our faith, no t a 
witness to our soul, but an error 
which must in time mar our peace. 
Reading into the Bible things of 
error is t o narrow the soul, awaken 
prejudices, and foster theories which 
in time will blind the vision of belief 
and understanding so tha t thec rea -
ture can not readily see t h a t the 
Bible is a great deal larger than his 
knowledge of it. Neither can he 
see t h a t other men whose needs and 
surroundings are quite different 
from his may succeed much better 
in reading out of the Bible into his 
soul just what- is most needful t o 
him. One must never conclude t h a t 
his own life is so full, so rounded 
out with the facts and t ru ths of the 
Bible t h a t his belief of it is the 
measure of the fullness to all others. 
•In such a s ta te he is "of all men the 
most miserable." 
Anciently the interpreter of the 
^ > ^ ^ - ^ _ ~— 
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divine scriptures laid down the prin-
ciple t h a t anything in the Bible ac-
cepted "in its na tura l sense," which 
might appear unedifying, "must be 
made edifying by some method of 
typical or figurative application." 
This was reading into the Bible 
their ideas of it. But not so now; 
we must take the word as it reads 
to us, not as we read to it. 
Many difficulties are- seemingly 
overcome yet by hitching on a les-
son which is read into them instead 
of seeking other passages of scrip-
ture which may be used to make 
the difficulties vanish. • Not a few 
are satisfied with tacking on their 
understanding, but this method by 
no means solves the difficulty. 
We need to retire from the cares 
of the world and enter into the pure 
and holy realms of divine thought , 
and draw out therefrom the sweet 
and fragrant ideas which edify the 
believer, purify the heart and bring 
peace and joy to the soul. 
M . M . EsHELMAN. 
North Cucamonga, Col. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
And ho said unto them, go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every nation-
Mark xvi, 15. 
These words were spoken by our 
blessed Christ when he was about 
to be received up into heaven. The 
words were addressed to his chosen 
apostles, as thecommissiontothem 
by the loving Master. 
1. We will consider the a t t i tude 
of the apostles relative to the hu-
man family. The command to them 
was go. This implies t h a t they 
were to move not t o sit down and 
wait for the people to come to 
them. From this we can infer t h a t 
the ambassador of Christ was to 
deny himself and labor for thegood 
of the cause which he espoused. 
The terr i tory assigned them was 
"all the world." This rendering to 
the critic may seem preposterous 
from the fact, t o use the term ac-
cording t o the general acceptation 
thereof, would give more lati tude 
than any twelve apostles could pos-
sibly do, though their longevity of 
life were great, m the reader will 
readily see t h a t the commission did 
not imply that) they should go, but 
should preach the gospel t o every 
creature, which vast ly changes the 
import of the same. 
2. Wre will consider the na ture of 
the creature to whom they were to 
preach. The apostle Paul inhislet-
ter t o the Colossians i, 15, writes of 
Christ. "Who is the image of the 
invisable God the first born of every 
creature." Again in 2 Cor. v, 17. 
Therefore if any man be in Christ he 
is a new creature; old things have 
passed away; behold all things have 
become new. These with many 
other passages proves, conclusively, 
t h a t our text relates to the creature 
man and does in no way imply the 
lower order of creatures which fact 
is also made plain by the text. 
"Preach the gospel t o every crea-
ture ," i. e. to all who were suscepti-
ble of being t augh t . We are well 
aware t h a t no creature except the 
one who was created in the image 
of God could ever conceive in minute 
detail the vastness of the Creator in 
his wisdom, power and might. 
Hence the command to teach, make 
known, t h a t which the Lord did 
make known to them. T h a t the 
apostles thus understood their Di-
vine Master there can be no doubt 
from the fact Mark says, "And they 
went forth and preached every-
where, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word with 
signs follow. Mark xvi, 20. 
From the above verse we are made 
to more fully understand t h a t the 
Christ would have his apostles to 
understand t h a t everywhere they 
would go into the world they should 
preach the gospel, and while i t was 
impossible for the twelve apostles to 
take the gospel t o every creature, 
yet we believe in a certain sense 
every ambassador of Christ sus-
tains the same relation to their 
heavenly Fa ther t h a t the twelve 
apostles did, and hence through 
their instrumentali ty by succession 
the gospel will be preached through-
out the whole world. 
8. We will consider briefly the ef-
fect produced by the preaching of 
the word. And these signs shall fol-
low them t h a t believe; in my name 
shall they cast out devils, they shall 
speak with new tongues. Thus wre 
are made to see the vital force 
wrought through faith. The cast-
ing out of devils a t this age of re-
finement, ( to many we fear) is as 
dark and mysterious as the new 
birth was t o Nicodemus. F rom 
early t raining (in many cases) the 
devil is pictured a monster full of 
terror, carrying with him hooks, 
bands, etc., and as such a personage 
is never seen the fact t h a t the devil 
is extinct, t o 'many seems a reality. 
Forget t ing t h a t ' a s God is recogniz-
ed a spirit of all good so the devil is 
a spirit of all evil. Hence, when a 
man who was taken with the evil 
spirit of intemperance, through faith 
becomes s trong then through the 
power of God through faith in him 
the spirit of drinking or t h a t evil 
habi t is cast out, and the individual 
is clothed in his r ight mind. Such 
signs followed in the days of Christ 
and the apostles and Ave are glad 
t h a t still living witnesses are bear-
ing testimony to the same effect. 
Again we take the individual who 
through associations and surround-
ings was made the slave of the vile 
use and habi t of tobacco, and would 
use the vile stuff as a sweet morsel 
and would ra ther lose the advantage 
of a good square meal than t o be 
deprived of his tobacco, and through 
the indulgence for years the habi t 
becomes confirmed to such an ex-
tent t h a t no lust of the flesh seems 
to have such a hold and no devil so 
hard to conquer for the individual 
but finally through faith, takes hold 
of the promises of God, and with 
violence s ta r t s hostilities against 
the evil spirit and throws away the 
dirty stuff turns his pockets wrong 
side out and dusts them clean, next 
takes the pureelixer of life and wash-
es the last vistage from his mouth 
and teeth, and then falls down lie-
fore God and prays for deliverence 
not only from the vile stuff, but 
from the very t as te and the spirit 
of God comes down in such power as 
of old and. says, "1 will b§ thou 
•'- .«• 
356 EX^JVNG-mExf(SAI!x T I S I T Q R . Dec.1,lggo. 
clean" and immediately the spirit 
for tobacco flies away.' The tas te , 
hankering, wanting', longing; and 
craving is all- gone so t h a t the in-
dividual can in t ru th say, what I 
once loved, I now hate and what I 
once hated, I now love. Thus their 
depraved tas tes ca»st out and peo-
ple get rid of them and oh what 
blessedness follows. 
Again, t ake the spirit of pride and 
vani ty which seems to become so 
thoroughly fastened in the heart, 
nothing but faith will cause or give 
the individual power to cast out 
t h a t devil of pride. Where these 
signs follow conversions, it is no 
strange thing to hear the individual 
speak with new tongues. This can-
not be construed to mean t h a t flesh-
ly tongue is made new, no more than 
receiving a change of heart to mean 
t h a t the fleshly heart be changed. 
No these will remain the same and 
are needful t o perform their proper 
functions, but the affections of the 
heart are changed and the flow of 
language is also changed so t h a t 
the tongue seems to be new, and in 
fact is new in praises, new in utter-
ances and new in all the conversa-
tions in life. I t is a demonstrated 
fact and one much to be lamented, 
t h a t these la t ter days do not bring 
with them much of these signs which 
indeed are the vital issues of all true 
spirituality and all those who hear 
this glorious commission and be-
come believers and are baptized 
shall be saved, bu t those who do 
not believe shall be damned. In our 
next we will consider the la t ter p a r t 
of these signs. T. A. LONG. 
Howard, Pa. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
"FOE 01 SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF 
HEAVEN." 
Dear little readers of the VISITOR: 
I am alone in my room and it is 
night, bu t the moon is shining into 
the window so brightly and the 
s tars look like little golden specks 
in the sky, and everything seems so 
lovely t h a t my thoughts run away 
back to the time when I was a little 
girl and used to play with my 
brother and sister in the moonlight. 
But who is it t h a t gives us the 
beautiful evenings and pleasant 
days and refreshing showers? You 
all will say t h a t it is God. 
How many of you love God and 
love every one around you? If we 
do this we will like to help brother 
and sister with their work and be 
so at tached t o them t h a t we are 
not selfish or cross and ra ther play 
with some one else. When I see 
children t h a t are not kind to one 
another I think of a sad lesson in 
the reader I used t o s tudy a t school 
of two little sisters, eight and ten 
years of age. But the older one 
would never play with her sister but 
chose for her companion a girl old-
er t han herself. One day the girls 
were going t o gather pebbles and 
flowers, and little Julia ( tha t was 
her name) pleaded so earnestly to 
go along, but instead of taking her 
with them they told her things t h a t 
were not t rue in order t o make her 
afraid. So she left them go alone, 
bu t felt so grieved abou t i t t h a t 
she could not help crying, and after 
the girls had gathered all the treas-
ures they wanted, tired and hungry 
they returned home. But what was 
their sorrow when reaching there to 
find little Julia so sick t h a t she soon 
died, yet not before she kissed and 
forgave them. How sad it would 
be if we would t rea t one of our 
loved ones this way. And when 
you do something t o grieve pa,pa, 
or mamma do you ever tell them 
you are sorry? And when you 
kneel with them in prayer and you 
hear them ask their Heavenly Fa th -
er- t o make you good and kind, t ry 
and remember what they say and 
when you are grown to man and 
womanhood it will be such a help 
to you if you still remember your 
parents ' prayers. I was not al-
ways kind and obedient and I had 
grown to be eighteen years old be-
fore I wTas willing to ask forgiveness 
for all the wrong t h a t I had done. 
Dear children, a, grea t many of you 
do not know me, but I love you all 
and would ask you to come t o Je-
sus. You all know- who he is, and 
He loves you more than I can, and 
if you follow^ him you will never be 
wicked or bad. 
Some time ago I attended a child-
ren's meeting where I saw about 
twenty children who had been 
brought from an orphan's home, 
and truly and earnestly did I offer 
up a prayer t o God to care for them. 
As I looked a t the innocent faces I 
wondered what their fate would 
be. Will any of them have a. histo-
ry pitiful t o read when their life 
shall have ended, or ivill they live 
such lives as to meet where or-
phans ' homes are known no more? 
Have all the little readers fathers 
and mothers ? If you have not do 
you not want to live with them by 
and by when you leave this world? 
My father died before I was fourteen 
years old, and I shall never forget 
how kind he talked to me and how 
he put his arms around me and 
kissed me and how I promised to 
meet him in heaven, and I do want 
to meet him there and all little 
children, and if you grow t o be men 
and women I want t o meet you 
there when we all shall s tand before 
God, and if ire are good ire will live 
with him forever. 
Little children, little children, 
Who love their Redeemer, 
Arc the jewels, precious jewels, 
His loved and His own. 
0 . IDA SHAEFFER. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
ANGEE. 
Solomon says, "He t h a t i s s l o w t o 
anger is better than the mighty, 
and he t h a t ruleth his spirit t han 
he t h a t take th a city." Prov. xvi, 
32.' And Paul says, "Be ye angry 
and sin n o t : let not the sun go 
down upon your wra th . " Eph. iv, 
26. And again in the 31st verse, 
"Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamor, and evil speaking 
be put away from you with all mal-
ice:" 
According to Webster there is 
some difference between anger and 
wra th ; the la t ter being a higher 
s ta te of the passion and bent on re-
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venge. But the two words are often 
used interchangeably. In common 
conversation the word mad is often 
used to denote the same thing'. 
According to Solomon, when a 
man can be slow abou t gett ing an-
gry, it makes him a better safe-
gaurd than the one who has the 
power to conquer by force of arms. 
Such a man will pu t t o practice t h a t 
other saying of Solomon's: "A 
soft answer turneth away wra th . " 
Truly a humble spirit accompanied 
with soft ".words, is more powerful 
t o avert injury, t han the General 
with thousands under his command. 
In James i, 19, 20, we have the 
following: "Wherefore, my beloved 
brethren, let every man be swift t o 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wra th : 
For the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God." In this 
Scripture we are exhorted to be 
swift t o hear, bu t slow to speak. I t 
is not said t h a t we shall not speak 
a t all. The meaning evidently is, 
t h a t under provoking circumstanc-
es, we should first weigh well in our 
mind what is best t o say, and not 
excitedly gabble out things, t h a t on 
sober second thought , we might 
well be ashamed of—and things too 
t h a t only tend t o make mat ters 
worse. 
Following the words, "slow to 
speak" come these "slow to wra th . " 
We cannot give these words any 
other logical meaning than t h a t 
which in common parlance we some-
times hear, "keep cool." T h a t is, 
do not become excited or hasty. If 
under provoking circumstances our 
equanimity becomes ruffled, or in 
other words, if anger wants t o take 
place in our "peaceful breast ," it is 
our duty to calm down this passion 
with the thought t h a t we belong to 
tha t God who has said, "Vengeance 
is mine: I will repay." Rom. xii, 
19. A man t h a t does this will be 
slow to wrath. As to the words of 
Pau l : "Be ye angry and sin no t . " 
"Qurnet und sundiget uicht." (Ger-
man.) Some will construe them the 
same as if he meant to say, "Be ye 
neither angry nor sin." Thus ex-
cluding anger entirely. But, t h a t 
such is no t the apostle's meaning is 
evident from the words t h a t imme-
diately follow. "Let not the sun go 
down upon your wra th" which is 
the same as to say, " p u t y o u r w r a t h 
away from 3-011 before the sun sets," 
or in the words of the poet, 
"The wise will make liis anger cool, 
At least before 'tis night, 
But in the bosom of a fool 
It burns till morning light." 
Then again, when we consider the 
words of the Savior—"Love your 
enemies, bless them t h a t curse yon, 
do good to them t h a t h a t e y o u , and 
pray for them t h a t despitefully use 
3-011 and persecute 3-011"—and com-
pare them with all other texts in 
the New Testament t h a t have a 113' 
bearing on the subject, we must 
come to the conclusion, t h a t there 
is very little license given for t h a t 
emotion which we call anger or 
wrath. Before dropping the sub-
ject, however, it may by proper to 
give a few texts in which to some 
extent the opposite seems to be dis-
cernible. 
In Mark iii, 5, we have the follow-
ing: "And when he (Jesus) had 
looked round about on them with 
anger." Here it may be said, "Well, 
if Jesus was angry his disciples have 
the same privilege: for they are to 
follow him in his footsteps. And to 
this it might be replied. Yes, but 
he was God and man ; and as God 
he possessed some such prerogatives 
as were never delegated to 3,113- hu-
man being. 
Another text we quote are the 
words of Paul in 2 Tim. iv, 14. 
"Alexander, the coppersmith, did 
me much evil, the Lord reward him 
according to his works." These 
words of Paul do not comport with 
the teaching of the Savior, who sa3-s, 
" P r a y for thern t h a t despitefully use 
3-011 and persecute you." In this 
instance Paul did not pray for, but 
rather againsthis persecutor. Like-
ly this coppersmith was such an 
abandoned wretch as to be beyond 
all hope; and Paul knew t h a t t o 
pray for such a, man would be an of-
fense to God. There is a sin unto 
death, which is not to be prayed 
for. 1 John v, 16. I t is veiw proba-
ble t h a t Paul in whatever controver-
sy he had with this coppersmith, 
was laboring much in the same 
sphere as was the archangel Michael 
when contending with the devil 
about the body of Moses. I t is said, 
"he durst not bring against him a 
railing accusation, but said, 'the 
Lord rebuke thee . ' " 
If then the archangel was under 
restraint against ut ter ing well de-
served maledictions against the 
devil, it s tands t o reason t h a t poor 
fallible mortals as we are, should in 
likemanner be under restraint in the 
ma t t e r of anathematizing our fel-
lowmen, and especially so, when 
moved by the passion of anger. 
We conclude then, t h a t it is hard-
ly possible for the Christian man or 
woman t o sail over this life's sea, 
and steer perfectly. clear of all the 
sand bars of indignation; but t h a t 
it is our duty to avoid them as 
much as possible; and if a t times 
we become stranded, to make haste 
and get loose. P u t out the spars of 
conciliation, shove back into deeper 
water and steer either t o the left or 
to the right, and pray the Lord for 
patience under all circumstances. 
By doing so we may become slightly 
angry and yet avoid sinning. 
C. STONER. 
Polo, 111. 
A LITTLE BOY'S FAITH. 
Las t winter a little bo37 six or 
eight years of age, begged a lady t o 
allow him to clean awa3r the snow 
from her steps. He had no father 
or mother, but worked his way bj r 
such jobs. "Do 3̂ 011 get much t o do, 
my little boy ?" said the lady. 
"Sometimes I do , " said the boy: 
"bu t often I get ver3r l i t t le." "Are 
yon never afraid t h a t you will no t 
get enough t o live on ?" The child 
looked up with perplexed and inquir-
ing eyes, as if uncertain of her mean-
ing, and as if troubled with a new 
doubt. "Why", said he, " d o n ' t y o u 
think God will t ake care of a boy if 
he puts his t rus t in Him and does 
the best hecan ?"—Sel. 
—* 
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For the Evangelical Visitor. 
DEVOTION AND PKAISE. 
The object of the creator in creat-
ing man undoubtedly was, the glori-
fying of the creator; viz, God. 
Man is, nay man was placed in 
this world with all the comfortable 
surrounding he could wish for t o 
a t ta in t o the high and noble object 
of his creation. But has he been 
true to his calling ? Has he a t ta in-
ed to the degree of perfection t h a t 
was intended for him to a t ta in t oo ? 
To answer this question, we will 
only have to gaze into the past, we 
can readily see. Viewing him in his 
sad and lamentable condition he has 
placed himself into by disobedience 
and the fall. Fallen from grace un-
der the curse of a broken law, under 
the displeasure of his Creator, rest-
ing beneath the powers of a jealous 
God, and now is an object of pity 
and mercy only. All through God's 
word we find t h a t he was continual-
ly drawing, calling, warning, threat-
ening, chastising and afflicting man. 
I t was to bring him back t o a s ta te 
of mind and condition of soul, t h a t 
he could reverence his Maker and 
save his soul from endless perdition 
and ruin. We find, and all Bible 
readers will know, t h a t he always 
had some person or nat ion through 
which he displayed his power and 
magnificence to the children of men; 
and as when man was obedient 
would yield obedience he would 
bring him in close relation with him 
again. But,—with few exceptions— 
just so often we notice man's mind 
was turned again; and he would be 
seeking after and worshiping other 
gods, whether of wood' gold, or 
fame, as the case may have been, 
arid viewing mat te rs in the light 
they represent themselves in, a t the 
present time. Is it different? Is 
there any improvement? Is man 
getting better ? 
When we look a t the world we see 
i t has its gods ; looking a t many of 
our so-called Christians today, we 
hardly know where the line of dis-
tinction is, between their God and 
t h a t of the world. Truly we see 
enough—too much—of the kind of 
service and praise as was spoken of 
by the prophet Isaiah. Head Isaiah 
xxix, 13, 17. Which to the Lord is 
an abomination and a tiresome 
trouble. 
But turning to our subject. You 
ma3r wonder how and where I shall 
praise my maker? Shall I not praise 
him with my lips? as implied in 
Isaiah xxix, 13 . Yes verily with our 
lips not less, but with our souls 
more. We should praise him in ad-
versity as well as in prosperity, in 
affliction as well as in health, in sor-
row as well as in rejoicing, in pain as 
well as when a t ease, in trouble as 
well a,s when a t peace, in private as 
well as public, by our actions as our 
works, with t h a t uplifting of holy' 
hands to God within the soul, with 
a quiet, meek and submissive spirit, 
adorning his gospel and confiding 
in his promises. By showing our 
fidelity for his cause in working dili-
gently, walking ciscumspectly, etc. 
Sometimes we hear the aged fath-
ers in Israel speaking of the sacred-
nearness they enjoyed when the love 
of God was poured out into their 
soul, how they were so wonderfully 
wrought upon by the power of God 
so much so t h a t they set the mind 
to wonder. Such has been the lan-
guage of some of the servants of 
God; so bright their evidences, so 
clear their testimonies. Sometimes 
we hear the question asked, why no t 
so now? F o r t i u s various reason 
may be given, two of which we will 
notice: 
1. Those were their own experi-
ences and they could appreciate 
them more, and express them bet-
ter. 
2. The interest, fidelity, integrity 
and zeal with which they accompa-
nyed their services and devotions to 
God. 
We frequently hear them speaking 
of walking from three to ten miles 
on the Lord 's day in order t o at-
tend divine worship. Is i t so t o d a y ? 
Far from it. How reluctant we are 
in at tending services. WTe must 
have our own special way, provided 
according to our own peculiar fanci-
es. If we do not have this we say,— 
not lawfully—we have no way. 
Again, we see the Christian look-
ing upon the world with such a 
hankering desire for its goods. The 
accumulation of the necessities, 
however, is scriptural, if man can 
bear prosperity—if a man work not 
with his hands let him not eat, etc. 
But alas how few can bear pros-
perity; while the Christian is grasp-
ing out on all sides for the things 
being covered with them, the t rue 
light—if there—cannot shine out. 
Thus the outsider fails to get suf-
ficient light t o see the reality in re-
ligion, yea more than this he is 
sometimes led to doubt its reality. 
Kind Christians allow me to ask, is 
this giving God praise? You will 
all readily conclude it is not. We 
should remember t h a t our actions 
speak louder than our words. AVhen 
a man says he possesses his goods 
as though he was not the owner, is 
it consistent with t h a t man's con-
fession or profession to act the par t 
of a Jew, or for him t o deal so close 
t ha t he is noted for being close? 
May God forbid. Do we think clear 
reader, t h a t God will let such sins 
go unpunished? What sayeth the 
Scriptures? Read Deut. v, 1. Or 
again "according to our works so 
be it un to us ." In face of these facts 
we wonder why we are so cold and 
indifferent? Cannot our own ac-
tions in this respect be a cause of so 
much of our indifference? From 
the foregoing we conclude t h a t the 
first step is t o give ourselves into 
the hands of him who careth for 
us, and second live a. life of de-
votion to his cause. By so doius-
we will bring the pleasure of God 
upon us, and the fruits of our labor 
will only be fully realized in the fu-
ture world. The Scripture says, " to 
him t h a t ordereth his conversation 
aright will I show the salvation of 
God." For it is by th i s ; viz, by liv-
ing ar ight we add t o the love al-
ready within our hearts which in-
creases as the fire increases when 
fuel is added to it. Fs . lxiii, 5. "My 
soul shall be satisfied as with mar-
row and fatness and my mouth shall 
Dec. 1,1890. E ^ ^ K G r E ^ f G A E x V f B l T O F i . 359 
praise thee with joyful lips." As 
said, the more we exercise in deny-
ing ourselves and trusting in God 
the more we will be prompted and 
inclined to love and serve him and 
also to cherish his word. * * * 
For the Evangelical Visitor, 
GIVE GOD THE PKAISE. 
Dear sisters and brethren in Christ, 
I thought 1 would write a few lines 
for the VISITOR. I am glad I ever 
gave my heart t o Christ, and now I 
can give God the praise. I often 
feel t h a t I cannot be earnest enough 
when God gives us his good word 
t o read and many other good privi-
leges. How many of us are sorry 
we gave our hearts t o Christ? 1 
believe there is not one of us t h a t 
can say we are sorry. 0 let us go 
on in this good way. I believe, if 
we go on in earnest prayer to God 
about our soul, he will make us 
humble. He will show us our mis-
steps, and al though we may feel 
our short comings, let us give 
God the praise t h a t we gave our 
hearts t o Christ. 
We cannot miss heaven if we read 
his word and walk thereby. Let 
us be in more earnest to work 
out our soul salvation and to 
Avin souls for Christ. Let us offer 
many prayers to God for those who 
are young in Jesus and may we be 
a light and try to do what is right 
as near as we can. Although every-
thing is t o be left in God's care. He 
can make our bodies a living sacri-
fice for God if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his death 
weshall be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection. Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Horn, vi, 5, 
1 1 . 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
I often feel my weakness, bu t God is 
able to make strong. Give God the 
praise. Whatever may come in our 
way he is able to help us in time of 
need. How many would give God 
their hear t? The table is spread 
with the rarest bounties, the foun-
tain of life is open, the sinner has 
nothing to do but come and ask for 
help. To you fellow sinners is this 
offer made—the offer of full salva,-
tion. The spirit and bride say, 
come and take of the water of life 
freely. No one need despare,noone 
need hesitate. The poorest may 
come. The heartbroken may 
come. Take the word of God for 
your guide. Come just as you are. 
One who is mighty and able t o save 
will save you. Ilemember me in 
your prayers. 
MARTHA M. WILLIAMS. 
Lichmond Hill, Out. 
A FEW OF MY THOUGHTS, 
Dear beloved brethren and sisters. 
I am still on my bed of affliction 
but am not tired of well doing in 
the service of the Lord, for if he 
loves us he will chastise us, and it 
will bring us nearer unto him. When 
I was well I felt like writing for the 
VISITOR, bu t felt myself t oo un-
worthy. But when I took sick 1 
promised the Lord t h a t if he will 
spare my life I would do so. There 
has been so many good thoughts 
in my mind since 1 am sick, but I 
am almost t oo weak, yet, to quote 
many of them to you. But one was 
th i s : Tha t we should live very care-
ful in this world, so when death 
comes we may be prepared t o meet 
our dear Savior in the clouds of 
•'heaven," and t ry and keep our 
lamps trimmed and burning so they 
will not extinguish for us. I can 
say, t o the praise of God, t h a t I felt 
this in my hear t t h a t I have my 
lamp full of oil, and by the grace of 
God 1 shall t ry and keep it full as 
long a,s I remain on earth. 
The twelve gates of the New Jeru-
salem has been on my mind this 
pas t week, as I was reading in the 
word of God. I shall t ry and quote 
some of the grace and help of God. 
Of what the twelve gates are com-
posed of. And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls, every several ga te 
was of one pearl and the street of 
the city was fine gold as it were 
t ransparent glass. Rev. xxi, 21 , 
And what will be excluded from t h a t 
city ? And there shall no wise en-
ter into it anything t h a t defile 
neither whatsoever worketh a lie. 
Rev. xxi, 27. And who will be wel-
come there then when t h a t time will 
be? Blessed are they t h a t do his 
commandments, t h a t they may 
have a r ight t o the tree of life, and 
they may enter in through the gates 
into the city. Rev. xxii. 14. And 
in what condition will those be who 
are permitted to dwell in t h a t holy 
city ? And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes, and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying nor shall there be any 
more pain, for the former things are 
passed away. Rev. xxi, 1. And 
what is t o be a prominent obiect in 
the city? And there shall be no 
more curse, bu t of the throne of God 
and the lamb shall be in it, and his 
servants shall serve him. Rev.xxii, 
3. And what will flow under the 
throne of God? And he showed me 
a pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. 
The water of life there is contained 
a life-giving principle in harmony 
with our condition of immortal i ty. 
And there s tands on either side of 
the river in the midst of the streets 
of it, and on either side of the river 
was there the tree of life which have 
twelve manner of fruits and yielded 
her fruits every month, and the tree 
was for the healing of the nations. 
The tree of life, t h a t which Adam 
lost through transgression is to be 
restored to the redeemed, and will 
be enjoyed by them throughout the 
never-ending ages of eternity. Those 
who really keep God's command-
ments have the promise of a r ight 
t o t h a t life-giving tree. 
Thy walls are all of precious stone 
Most glorious to behold, 
Thy gates are richly sot with pearls, 
Thy streets are paved. 
Thy garden and thy pleasant walks, 
My studies long have been, 
Such dazzling views by sight human ' 
Has never yet been" seen. 
Lord help us by thy mighty grace, 
To keep in view the prize. 
Till thou dost come to take us home, 
To that blest Paradise. 
I wish an interest in all the pray-
ers of God's children. 
From your weak sister, 
LIZZIE S. NOLL. 
Maiion county, Kan. 
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the cry is heard t h a t there are too 
many experiences, give us some-
thing else. Then again we receive 
some articles on the ordinances, 
and we are ready to publish them 
and probably do, but soon we hear 
t h a t there are objections, they 
don ' t see it in t h a t way, and so on 
to the end of the chapter. 
Now we think the Editor has a 
better opportuni ty of knowing what 
is profitable t o the general reading-
public than the individual is who 
probably consults no one but him-
self. Yet, with all the opportuni-
ties t h a t we have, no doubt we err 
often and have plenty of room for 
improvement, and we are always 
willing to learn. We would say in 
conclusion, if you think it necessary 
for the general good and for our es-
pecial benefit, just let us know when 
you are not satisfied and we will 
t ry and do better. 
THE EDITOK'S DIFFICULTY. 
What shall we publish, is often a 
question t h a t is very hard for an 
editor to decide, especially if he is 
the servant of the people by whom 
he is employed and for whom he is 
working. Occasionally we find an 
editor t o rise to the dignity of his 
position and publish what/ jethinks 
would be r ight and proper. But 
very often he is made t o feel t h a t he 
is the servant and is expected to do 
the bidding of others. For exam-
ple, he is scarce of copy, and he re-
sor ts t o selections to make up the 
present number of the paper. Then 
the cry is sometimes heard, we want 
more original mat ter and not so 
many selections; we do not like 
stale ma t t e r ; or, if there is not an 
over-supply (and there never is) of 
choice, well-written articles, on good 
subjects and the paper is partially 
filled with experiences, then perhaps 
AEE WE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
I t is generally conceded by think-
ing people, in the service of the 
Lord, t h a t the professed Christian 
people possess about as much relig-
as they live for. How near this may 
be to the facts we will not under-
take t o prove, bu t there does seem 
sometimes plenty of evidence tojus-
tify t h a t theory. 
We see a great difference among 
Christian professors and may we 
not say among those whom we have 
reason to believe are t rue Christians. 
For example some seem to have 
much more privilege t o follow and 
enjoy, as they call it, the pleas-
ures of the world. They can see no 
harm and no injury in the pursuit 
of pleasures or pastimes t h a t oth-
ers would think were entirely out of 
place, and could not consistently be 
indulged in by the t rue followers of 
a crucified Savior. Then again 
some sa,y, t h a t t h e duty of self-denial 
in dress, as well as in many other 
respects, is only a notion. Tha t 
there is no criterion by which men 
and women need to be governed, or 
t h a t they need to pay any atten-






present itself can this be true, and if 
so, why should we deny ourselves of 
the pleasures—innocent pleasures as 
they are called—and go through life 
"mortifying the flesh with the af-
fections and lusts thereof," when 
we can enjoy the pleasures t h a t this 
world gives and enter into all the 
amusements t ha t are within our 
reach, and yet be considered good 
Christians and go to heaven when 
we die? But is this a t rue picture 
of the case? Is it no t a dangerous 
condition to be in ? Does the Bible 
teach this ? Does the Holy Spirit 
teach this? Most assuredly not . 
But we do maintain t h a t it is the 
spirit of the world and is controlled 
and directed by the enemy of our 
souls. 
The Bible plainly teaches t h a t 
man is a fallen being, t h a t lie is de-
praved and t h a t "every 
tion of his hear t is only 
Manually, and t h a t his 
deceitful above all things 
parately wicked." This 
condition after the fall and so long 
as he is unregenerated he remains 
in this condition and consequently 
his inclinations are to do evil, and 
in this condition death to him 
means eternal misery. 
But notwithstanding this fall and 
notwithstanding this grea t wicked-
ness, God's interest in man and his 
love for him did not cease and for 
this reason hesenthis only begotten 
Son. to be a sacrifice acceptable t o 
God and to be a propit iat ion for 
the sins of the whole human family 
and in the death of the Son, he paid 
the debt of original sin and the in-
nocent child t h a t does not know 
good from evil has no sin t o answer 
for, so t h a t man need not suffer for 
the sins of his forefathers. "The 
father shall no t suffer for the sou 
nor the son for the father, but the 
soul t h a t sinneth it shall die." 
The beauty in the plan of salva-
tion is t h a t only those who commit 
sin must suffer for their sins, and 
yet the penitent sinner, if he conies 
to Christ confessing his sins and 
pleading the merits of Christ's 
a toning blood is pardoned, and ac-
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cepted of God and although he is a 
fallen being yet he is permitted, yes 
invited, to return t o his allegiance 
with God and all his pas t sins are 
forgiven and he is owned as a child 
of God and is adopted into the fam-
ily of God; and this is done on a 
full surrender and an unreserved 
dedication of himself and all he has 
to the control of God. These are 
the conditions of salvation—any-
thing short of this does not fulfil the 
requirements of God's plan of salva-
tion and has no promise. Selfish-
ness cannot be an element in us a.s 
the children of God. 
In our conversion we become 
Christ-like. Christ and the Fa ther 
come and make their home with the 
convert and it is evident t h a t al-
though in our na ture there is still 
an element or a proneness t o wan-
der away from God, yet the control 
being in the hands of the Spirit we 
are enabled t o resist sin and live in 
the enjoyment of the love of God. 
Now as children of God we have the 
power of resistance. We areinvited 
a,nd commanded to be steadfast 
and t o resist the devil t h a t he may 
flee from us, and to dawn nigh unto 
God and he will dawn nigh unto us. 
Then instead of drifting away from 
God we are drawn nearer t o him and 
are led t o a fuller and more com-
plete union with God, and in con-
sequence we desire less, may we 
not say none of the amusements 
t h a t belong to the world. But in 
our hearts and in our lives the line 
of separation is clearly drawn; for 
we know t h a t to "be carnally minded 
is death, bu t t o be spiritually mind-
ed is life; for the carnal mind is 
enmity to God and is not subject to 
the law of God neither indeed can 
be." 
Here then is the t rue condition of 
the child of God, a separation which 
keeps him away from sinful amuse-
ment—even though they should ap-
pear innocent—not by constraint 
but willingly as the children of God, 
and the result is a strengthening of 
the Christian graces in him and a 
seeking of his enjoyments in heaven-
ly things when he is surrounded and 
rilled with the Holy Spirit. 
WINTEE EVENINGS POE YOUNG PEO-
PLE. 
We wonder what the young read-
ers of the VISITOR are a going to do 
these long winter evenings? Some 
of them we suppose, will have their 
lessons to get, especially those who 
are more advanced. But some 
children will probably not want t o 
take their books home with them 
every night, or perhaps will soon 
havetheir lessons learned, and then 
will have nothing to do. The nights 
are so long, and it will probably be 
too early t o go t o bed. 
Well there are a good many ways 
t o spend the time profitably, but, 
probably, none more so than t o 
read an interesting book. Some 
parents are not as careful in furnish-
ing reading mat te r for their children 
as they should be. They allow their 
children t o get books of their own 
t h a t t r ea t of thrilling adventure of 
the cow boys out on the plains, or 
perhaps worse yet, the lives of some 
of the train robbers or daring ad-
ventures of some desperado, such 
perhaps, as the James boys after or 
near the close of our late civil war. 
Perhaps, they supply their tables 
with papers containing all kinds of 
stories t h a t are made up only to 
supply the reading public with 
thrilling adventures t h a t never ex-
isted only in the imagination of a 
diseased brain and a depraved 
heart . Now then t h a t kind of read-
ing is very injurious t o those who 
read it, and especially to the young, 
as it poisons the mind and may lead 
the youth in after years t o acts and 
deeds t h a t may bring themselves to 
a bad end or a t least t o a misera-
ble life; and may cause the parents 
many a heart pain, and bring their 
gray hairs t o a sorrowful end and 
the lamentat ion may be, my poor 
children! My poor boy! Wha t will 
become of him? 
Then again some parents do not 
supply their families with any read-
ing mat ter which is almost as bad, 
because the mind as well as the body 
must have exercises and if it is not 
furnished to the child by those who 
ought t o know and who are the 
proper guardians and instructors 
of children, the child may seek its 
pleasures and pastime in some oth-
er way t h a t may be even more per-
nicious and destructive to the 
morals of the youth. The proper 
way for parents t o do is to supply 
their families with the best and 
purest as well as the most interest-
ing reading mat te r they can find. 
Sometimes it is the case t h a t in 
large families there is not always 
enough reading mat te r a t hand to 
supply all a t the same time, or per-
haps some of the family may be en-
gaged a t some necessary work t h a t 
they cannot get time to read as 
much as they would like. In t h a t 
case if the school lessons are all 
learned some members of the family 
might read aloud to the rest of the 
family, no t always the same one, 
but each could take their turn from 
the least t o the oldest. The subject 
mat te r could then be discussed or 
explained by the older or more ex-
perienced members of the family 
and by t h a t means the younger 
would not only learn t o read well, 
but would also understand the sub-
ject better. But to return t o the 
kind of reading mat te r most inter-
esting and profitable as well as t h a t 
generally received as true. 
There is probably none more in-
teresting t han Bible stories. For 
instance, the s tory of Joseph, his 
captivity and imprisonment, his in-
tegrity in the hour of his greatest 
temptat ion, afterward his advance-
ment to the highest honor in the 
gift of Pharaoh . In reading this 
story, it sounds more like fiction 
than anything else, and yet it has 
the sanction and imprint of God's 
own hand for truthfulness. Then 
again there is the life of David from 
his being a shepherd boy keeping 
his father's sheep, to his being king 
over Israel. What thrilling adven-
tures, and yet what humility was 
blended in his life. 
Also the child Samuel: the calling' 
of God t o the prophesy and even un-
til the imprint of old age and finally 
(Concluded on lust pnge.) 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
In looking over the VISITOR, one 
I had received from Elder Peter 
Keagy, on the occasion oftheirlove 
feast, 25th and 26th inst, I find 
many good sayings and writings 
and some excellent selections. The 
one "Trus t in God and do the 
r ight ," by Lydia Otewalt, is indeed 
grand, and I would invite all t o 
hunt up their las t paper and re-read 
same. I t is too t rue t h a t in these 
la t ter days we cannot t r u s t any 
par ty or sect or leaders in the fight, 
but in every word and action we 
should " t rus t in God and do the 
r ight ." Tha t some will ha te and 
some will love, some flatter, some 
slight. Let us cease from man and 
look above, "Trus t in God and do 
the r ight ." Then again the selec-
tion of H. Klippert, entitled, "Thy 
Day" is worthy another hearing 
and a continual practicing. We are 
too often found working for others 
to the exclusion of our own families. 
This we may all have noticed. All 
are not alike constitutionally, tem-
porarily or spiritually, and as we 
differ in tastes , etc., so we differ in 
the mode of our direction of instruc-
tion in our families. How many of 
us instruct a t all'.' is a question we 
ought t o ask ourselves. There is 
no use dodging the question a t is-
sue. We have a duty t o perform; 
are we doing it, or are we shrink-
ing? God holds us accountable. 
Let us see to it a t once. I t may be 
hard t o commence after deferring 
so long, nevertheless it is better t o 
begin now t h a n not a t all. 
Also the family worship subject. 
How extremely necessary we should 
be found in this mat ter , and yet 
how negligent we are as a rule. 
Brothers, sisters, is no t this so ? 
As heads of families let us repent 
and be converted, change our ways 
and commence anew. The time lost 
from our farm work, etc., will never 
be missed and the example will be 
good and the returns very satisfac-
tory . I always, when working out 
by the month years ago, preferred 
living where religious services were 
engaged in. I t fits us for the trials 
and duties of life and wards off 
many a sin t h a t otherwise would 
overtake us. 
Other articles need and should 
have some notice taken of them but 
space forbids. Read and re-read 
this paper, Oct. l o t h , and sit down 
and write an article, however poor 
it may be; the editor will be encour-
aged, you will be benefitted and feel 
as though you had tried t o do 
something for the Lord and his peo-
ple. Though you may have writ-
ten and it has no t been published, 
still t ry again, and may God's 
blessing rest on each and all, the 
editor, compositors, proof-readers, 
readers and doers of the work is my 
prayer. 
H. P. BRINKWORTH. 
Maria, Pa. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
A LETTEE PE0M A SISTEK, 
Dear brethren, sisters and friends. 
1 feel it a duty resting upon me to 
write a few lines once more t o in-
form you how I am get t ing both 
bodily and spiritually. " Thanks be 
to God for his abundant mercies in 
sustaining me and giving me the en-
joyment of reasonable health since 
early spring up to this present time, 
so t h a t I have been enabled t o take 
a great^par t in the duties of the 
household. Also the happy privi-
ledge of at tending the house of God 
regularly, which Ihaveenjoyed very 
much. I have also spent considera-
ble time in visiting, especially the 
sick and afflicted, which I felt it was 
my duty t o do from the time of my 
restoration. I made a promise a t 
t h a t time t h a t I would by the help 
of God strive t o do whatsoever was 
required of me, not looking too 
much to the things of this world, 
but if duty called me here or there I 
would a t once obey the calling. This 
I have endeavored to do as far as 
circumstances would allow, looking 
and t rus t ing to Jesus for help; as 
without his assisting grace we can 
do nothing. Since t h a t time I have 
visited and prayed with quite a num-
ber of poor, suffering creatures, and 
I can truly say, in this I have been 
abundant ly blessed. Although I 
have not been without temptat ions . 
The tempter says if you go on in 
this way people will say you are just 
doing it for a name. But I know it 
is the old enemy and t h a t the All-
wise knows for what intent I am do-
ing it, and I feel determined to do 
his will let come what will. I want 
to be faithful and spend my strength 
in the service of my Master, t h a t I 
may one day receive my reward. 
Truly I feel my weakness, bu t I feel 
willing t o obey in all th ings ; and I 
know if we come in our weakness t o 
the s t rong for strength we shall re-
ceive it. 
The good Lord is willing to gran t 
us whotsoever we s tand in need of, 
if we ask in faith believing. He 
knows all our wants before we ask. 
But yet we must ask before we can 
receive. I believe if. we exercised 
more faith in prayer, more could be 
accomplished. I sometimes think 
our brethren have partially over-
looked this matter , or probably feel 
a little weak concerning it. But if 
the Almighty gave power t o his dis-
ciples to heal all manner of diseases 
why would he not give us the same 
power a t this present time if we had 
faith t o believej? I believe he would 
be as pleased t o have such miracles 
performed in this our day as hun-
dreds of years ago. I truly believe 
t h a t it was through the weakness 
of faith t h a t this has been lost t o 
the profession of the day. Oh what 
an honor i t would be t o the God of 
heaven t o look t o them in faith a t 
all times nothing doubting. If all 
do not agree with me on this point 
please bear with me. I see it as 1 
have written, and I do not wish t o 
write anything contrary to the word 
of God. My desire is t h a t the church 
may stand true t o the doctrine of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
I hope my dear friends will not 
think me growing careless or neg-
lectful in writing, as it has been my 
earnest desire t o write long since, 
but owing to my many cares and as 
it has seemed *o me I had a double 
work t o . perform, it seemed im-
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X^ossible. I hope you will all remem-
ber me and my companion a t a 




For the Evangelical Visitor. 
SOME OP THE EXPERIENCE OP AN OLD 
SISTER. 
When I was quite young a t home 
with my parents, people were then 
not so well read and so enlightened 
as they a,re now ; many of them had 
different ways or understood scrip-
ture different than they do now. 
My parents belonged t o the old 
school Lutheran and were very 
strict in performing all the duties 
to the church, my father being a 
preacher. Ever since I can remember 
they were very strict in the family. 
I t was then a custom among mem-
bers' daughters as well as among 
married women, young and old, to 
wear caps when going to preaching. 
I kept up t h a t custom while a t 
home. Of course I did not know 
what it was for a t t h a t time. When 
I was about ten or twelve years old 
I went to school and learned to 
read. Schools were no t near so 
plenty as they arenow. Ourschool 
was far off and t h a t was one reason 
why I did not go younger. The 
New Testament was our school 
book. I loved to read in the Testa-
ment, bu t I did not understand it 
and had no one t o teach me. 
As Ave had been kept closely a t 
home I did not know much of what 
was going on in the world. So 
when I was about sixteen years old 
I asked my parents to let me go 
with my brother t o a singing school 
as i t was something new t o me and 
I was very fond of singing. Mother 
was consulted abou t it, bu t 1 got 
t o go. We stopped outside t o lis-
ten. Oh I thought it was so sweet, 
like angel voices. We then went in; 
they sang such good words. I ask-
ed father to' go again, bu t he said, 
"no, yon are needed a t home these 
evenings." So we were kept a t work 
as we had .to manufacture our own 
clothing; flax for summer and wool 
for winter. So our going t o school 
was only occasionally. 
At about seventeen years of age I 
went t o German school and I soon 
learned t o read German. Tha t was 
a great help to me, as t h a t was 
mother 's language. Up t o t h a t 
time I had never heard English 
preaching, but after t h a t I did. I 
made use of the Sabbath t o read 
my Bible, then I got a different feel-
ing. I ielt t h a t I should lead a dif-
ferent life. The scripture said, 
"keep my commandments ." I 
thought of this for some time, and 
a t last it brought me to my knees. 
I went into my bedroom to pray t o 
my Lord t o show me the r ight way 
to be saved. I kept on praying a t 
night before going t o bed, also in 
the morning. Perha/ps I go t noisy, 
a t any ra te they heard me and call-
ed t o me to know what was the 
mat ter . I said, there was nothing. 
Sometimes I go t on to the bed so 
they would not hear me. 1 once 
heard some one say, is she quite out 
of her head, or crazy? but I can say 
I wanted t o get my religion out of 
my head into my heart . I would 
then perhaps get more like my Sa-
sior wanted me to be. Although 
my parents had their worship even-
ings, yet I must say I never heard 
of a prayer meeting nor of an ex-
pei'ience meeting. I never knew of 
any being converted, nor of this 
new birth. I did not know what it 
meant. We were as ignorant as 
Xieodemus, and could only say, 
how can these things be? 
I had read this scripture over and 
over, but had no one t o explain it 
to me t h a t this was the way. In 
my early days this scripture was 
not t a u g h t as i t is now. The young 
can now hear and see and can hear 
the gospel preached now in its t rue 
meaning. 
After some ^time I got married 
and left home and came east t o 
Mifflin with my husband, where 
there was a small membership of 
the new school or "River Brethren." 
About t h a t time my husband was 
converted and somet ime after w7as 
taken into the church; but*! did 
not go along just then, as my par-
ents came to see us and have a talk 
with us and they wanted us to join 
with them, but Avere sadly disap-
pointed. I was sorry in one way; I 
did not say much, but I say t h a t I 
must serve the Lord in his appoint-
ed way and work out my own sal-
vat ion as the Lord has shown me, 
and to keep t h a t faith through the 
trials of life. 
In the month of October the men 
left early one morning with apples 
to go to a cider mill t o make cider. 
They did not return until late a t 
night. I went out in the barnyard 
to do the evening's work a t the 
barn. While there there was a 
great fear came over me. I stood 
apparently under a. cloud; then 
there came a bright or pink colored 
cloud from the east, floating along 
softly over me and went westward 
and disappeared. My trouble and 
fear left me and I felt the burden 
lea,ve me and 1 felt happy. I prom-
ised then t h a t I would make my 
way heavenward and live to the 
glory and honor of God if the Lord 
would give me grace, and I can say 
now t h a t I have no desire t o go 
back to the world. We united with 
the church nearly fifty years ago. 
My husband was in a few years 
elected t o the ministry. He labored 
in the cause of the Master for many 
years. He died when he was in his 
eightieth year, on May 15, 1882. 
If I am spared t o see my next birth-
day I will be eighty-five years old, 
but since I have been on this jour-
ney I have passed through many 
trials, and only last spring we had 
to give up a dear child, a dear little 
grand daughter of mine and daugh-
ter of the son with whom I live. 
But the Lord knows best. 
A precious one from us 1ms gone, 
A voice we loved is still, 
A place is vacant in our home 
Which never can be filled. 
A N N A M O I S T . 
Mifflintown. Pa. 
You cannot dream yourself into a 
character; you must hammer and 
forge yourself into one. 
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"NO EOOM FOE JESUS." 
Was there no room in Bethlehem 
For Jesus at the inn ? 
No room lor Jesus, when he came 
To save a world from sin '? 
No room for Jesus in our homes 
Or round our hoard, when he 
Above all other friends beside 
An honored guest should be V 
No room for Jesus in ourj hearts ? 
Oh, sad and fearful thought! 
Room for all else but his dear love 
Who uor redemption bought. 
Dear little child, wilt thou not try 
The Savior's lamb to be V 
So when he calls thee up on high 
He will make room for thee. 
—Sel. 
NOW I LAT ME. 
Bed time for the twittering birdies. 
Mother Wren has hushed to rest; 
Bed time for my little birdie, 
Nestled closely to my breast. 
Now beside me, lowly kneeling, 
Hear the lisping tongue repeat— 
Dear old prayer of tenderamem'ry 
"Now I lay me down to sleep.'' 
With what trusting grace, and tender, 
Rosy lips petition make : 
"Pray the Lord to take my spirit, 
If I die before I wake." 
And no thought of dread comes o'er me, 
As I kiss her sweet "good night''— 
We're so careless of our darlings 
Till we lay them out of sight! 
Once again 'tis birdie's bed time ; 
Little neighbors in the tree 
Hush their baby birds to slumber, 
With no thought of lonely me. 
Ah ! my mother arms are empty, 
Draped in sadness all the room, 
And no whisper, "Now I lay me'' 
Breaks upon the twilight gloom. 
Smooth and white the little pillow, 
Undisturbed the pretty bed ; 
On the table lay her playthings, 
Mute reminders of my dead. 
For no more my little treasure 
My sad mother's heart may keep; 
In the heavenly Father's bosom 
I have laid her down to sleep. 
Down to sleep ! Ah, yearning mother, 
Murmuring and sick at heart, 
Full of joy shall be the waking, 
Where no sorrow finds a part. 
There we'll find our garnered treasures, 
From all pain and earth-cares free, 
Where no sad good bye shall pain us, 
Through a long eternity.—Sel. 
If a m a n will-make his nest below, 
'God will pu t a thorn in i t ; and if 
t h a t will not do, he will set it on 
fire.—John Newton. 
CLOSE TO CHRIST, 
How necessary i t is t h a t we keep 
close to Christ, for then, there is no 
danger of us denying him. But 
when like Peter, we follow Christ 
afar off, it is then t h a t we are tempt-
ed, and deny him either b3r word or 
deed. We may feel very firm, and, 
like Peter, say we are ready t o go 
with Christ both into prison and to 
death. I do not doubt but what 
Peter was sincere and really meant 
what he said, bu t he did not know 
himself as well as Christ knew him. 
For we find t h a t it was but a few 
hours until he had denied Christ. 
When Christ turned and looked a t 
him, he remembered the words 
which he had spoken to him, and he 
went out and wept bitterly, which 
showed t h a t he was really sorry 
for what he did. 
This is the way we should all do, 
when we find t h a t we have done 
wrong. We should repent and seek 
forgiveness. But let us remember 
the reason for Peter 's sin. He did 
not keep close t o Christ, but wan-
dered afar off. This is where we 
as followers of a meek and lowly 
Savior, t oo often make mistakes. 
We do not keep close t o him, and 
thus are more easily tempted. We 
perhaps deny our Savior, t h a t one 
who suffered and died on the cross, 
t h a t we through him might be sav-
ed. How terrible it seems to think 
of, and yet, are there not more ways 
t han one of denying him? Can we 
not deny him by keeping silent as 
well as by speaking? and 1 do not 
doubt but what we too often keep 
silent, when we should speak for 
Christ, and in this way deny him. 
AVhen the soldiers came with 
swords and staves to take Christ, 
no doubt Peter was afraid lest he 
should be crucified with Christ, and 
this lead him to follow afar off, 
thinking t h a t the people would no t 
know t h a t he had been a follower of 
Christ. Peter made the mistake 
here t h a t many are making a t the 
present day. 
We find some people who claim to 
be followers of Christ, bu t when in 
company with those who are not 
Christians; they t ry to mingle with 
them and appear a t ease. Perhaps 
afraid they will be persecuted for the 
sake of Christ. But as a general 
thing they are pointed out, as was 
Peter. Then too, our influence for 
good is so much greater, when we 
keep close t o Christ. For our hearts 
are filled with love and the grace of 
God, which shines out through our 
lives and thus our daily life gives 
evidence of the goodness of God. 
If we would fulfill the purpose for 
which we were created, let us keep 
close to Christ. For the world is 
watching us, and if we are follow-
ing Christ afar oft, they will soon 
see it, and they will, also, see if we 
are keeping close to him, and will 
respect us more, and also see t h a t 
there is a reality in the religion of 
Jesus Christ. May we learn a lesson 
from the acts of Peter and keep 
close to Christ. Especially is this 
necessary for us who are young in 
years, and have been but a short 
time in the service of God. The 
world is full of amusements and the 
enemy of our souls is ever ready to 
draw us from Christ. Hence, it is 
necessary t h a t we be on our guard, 
t h a t we watch and pray, and pray 
without ceasing t h a t we may not 
enter into tempta t ion . 
IDA A. DAVIDSON. 
White Piaeon. Mich. 
For the Evangelical Visitor. 
THE HOPE SET BEFOEE US. 
Dear readers of the VISITOR, do 
we appreciate the privilege we have 
through the medium of the VISITOR? 
A privilege which is even pressed up-
on us by the Editor and publisher 
when he says, "we are a t a loss t o 
know why our correspondents are 
so slow to furnish us with mat te r 
for the columns of the VISITOR. ' ' 
Therefore we should value highly 
the means we have to communicate 
and interchange thoughts and ex-
perimental knowledge which should 
be conducive to impart encourage-
ment, instruction, comfort and con-
solation t o each other." May the 
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Fa the r of mercies whose wisdom 
and benevolence far exceeds our con-
ception, guide my thoughts when 
I do a t t empt to write briefly in re-
gard t o t h a t hope set before us, 
which hope we have as an anchor of 
the soul, both sure and steadfast. I 
think i t a very proper question to 
ask, t o whom this hope may 
prove as an anchor of the soul? 
Tha t it is t o them who have fled for 
refuge and lay hold upon the prom-
ise of God which is freely offered in 
the gospel of his Son. The hope 
t h a t rests on the immortal i ty of 
God's counsel is precious; resting 
on the promises of him t h a t cannot 
lie. Such promises will infuse in our 
hear t a s t rong consolation. Yes, 
though now we see him not, yet be-
lieving we rejoice with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory, a;tid we can 
say in t ru th , "we love him because 
he first loved us ." 
This experimental feeling in our 
heart is not a test of our salvation, 
but a result of our accepting the 
salvation whieh is given through 
Christ the Lord. Those special wit-
nesses (the apostles) chosen of God 
and qualified by the Holy Spirit so 
as to speak as the Spirit ga,ve them 
utterance for the purpose of mak-
ing known t o a sinful world (man-
kind) the love and compassion of a 
merciful God—and thus confirming 
the message—both with signs and 
wonders and with divers miracles 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit accord-
ing t o God's own will. Hence we 
should be very careful from whom 
we learn our lessons, whereas one of 
those apostles said, "he t h a t know-
eth God heareth us, (the apostles) 
he t h a t is not of God heareth not 
us. Hereby know we the spirit of 
t ru th and the spirit of error ." 
So the hope of our salvation, if 
genuine, must be founded upon the 
testimony of those inspired embass-
adors for Christ, if founded. So it 
will be a lively hope by, or on ac-
count of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead (looking) to 
an inheritance incorruptible and 
undefiled and t h a t fadeth not away, 
reserved in heaven for vou who are 
kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation, etc." 
Now all the enjoyment, spiritually, 
we have in this life we have it by 
hope. Hence the apostle Pau l said 
to the Romans, "for we are saved 
by hope, but hope t h a t isseenisnot 
hope, for what a man seeth why 
doth he yet hope for? But if we 
hope for t h a t we see not then do we 
with patience wait for i t ? " Bless 
the Lord O my soul for t h a t blessed 
hope; and let all t h a t is within me 
magnify and praise his holy and 
hallowed name. Amen. 
Your humble brother in the Lord. 
A. B. 
Stayner, Ont. 
For the Kvangelical Visitor. 
HEAVEN AND EAKTH, 
"And I saw a now heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away, and there was no more sea ; and 
I, John, saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepar-
ed as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 
heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, be-
hold the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be with 
them and be their God : and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their e3res, and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow' nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain, for the 
former things are passed away, and he that 
sat upon the throne said, behold, I make all 
things new. And he said unto me, write, for 
these words are true and faithful: and he 
said unto me, it is done. I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain 
of the water of life freely. He that overcom-
etli shall inherit all things, and I will be his 
God and he shall be my son," 
Fai th is essential t o our salva-
tion, assurance is essential t o our 
comfort, hope is essential to our 
happiness. The church militant is 
constantly praying, "let thy king-
dom come, and thy will be done on 
earth as it if, done in heaven." In 
heaven the will of God is done per-
fectly. How much more on the new 
ear th when they all shall be there 
with glorified bodies, with a glori-
fied Savior, on a. glorified ear th? 
0 what a beautiful sight t h a t will 
be to be with the saints and angels, 
t o enjoy their happiness, where they 
shall unceasingly praise God, and 
sing redeeming love to him t h a t s i t -
te th upon the throne and t o the 
Lamb forever. 
0 how impor tan t it is t h a t we 
make our calling and election sure 
and see t h a t our names are written 
in the Lamb's Book of Life, for all 
those t h a t have not their names 
written in t h a t book will be cast in-
to the lake of fire. See Rev. xx, 15. 
0 what manner of person ought we 
to be in all holy conversation, let-
t ing our light shine before the world 
t h a t they may see our good works 
and be brought to glorify our Fa th -
er which is in heaven, he who has 
made us unto our God kings and 
priests, and we shall reign on the 
ear th . Rev. v, 10. Glory be to 
God for such a glorious and happy 
privilege. 
G E O . E Y S T E K . 
Abilene, Kansas. 
WELL SAID. 
Annie and Li Hie were going to 
school together one afternoon. 
Annie was teasing Lillie to go off 
somewhere and play with her. 
"But mother told me t o come right 
home from school," said Lillie." 
Well she has gone away, and would 
never know if you would go with me 
for little while," naughty Annie said. 
"But God has not gone away; he 
would know," Lei lie replied, as she 
ran home.—Sel. 
Holiness and happiness a,re twin 
sisters. We may, for the sake of 
explanation, speak of one as older 
and as introducing the other, bu t 
really the)- are born a t the same 
time, and grow side by side. Blessed 
are the undefiled in the way; or, in 
other words, "happy are the holy 
who walk in the way of the Lord."— 
Francis C. Monfort, D. D. 
John Wesley once wrote to one of 
his followers a letter which contain-
ed abank-note and the text, "Trus t 
in the Lord and do good, so shal l 
thou dwell in the land, and verily 
thousha l t be fed." His follower re-
plied t h a t he had often been struck 
with the beauty of the text , but had 
never seen such useful expository 
notes on i t before. 
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THE PALL. 
"I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heav-
en." Luke x, 18. 
After Sa tan had been cast out of 
heaven, Rev. xii, 7-9, and delivered 
into chains of darkness, 2 Pet. ii, 4, 
from which there was no prospect 
of ever being delivered, he in his 
wanderings discovered the famous 
town of "Mansoul ," and beheld the 
pleasure of the inhabi tants thereof, 
and t h a t they were also the pleas-
ure and delight of the "great Shad-
dai ," the king of the universe, under 
whose care and protection and su-
pervision this famous town was sit-
uated. He became very wroth, and 
immediately set about to lay plans 
and schemes whereby he might draw 
them away from the simplicity and 
innocence which they enjoyed in the 
service of their Lord and King. He 
also fully realizes t h a t he cannot 
gain admit tance into this famous 
town of "Mansoul" without first 
obtaining the permission and con-
sent of the inhabi tants , and as he 
had nothing to offer them in ex-
change for the privileges and bless-
ings and comforts which they al-
ready possessed and enjoyed, he 
must needs devise deceit and advo-
cate falsehood. For one of old 
ha th said, '"'when he speaketh a lie 
he speaketh of his own, for he is a 
liar and the father of it . ' ' 
The wily tempter in the first place 
seeks to draw the at tent ion of the 
innocent soul t h a t has thus far 
dwelt, as it were, in a nearness to 
God. So, to accomplish his pur-
pose, he assumes the form of wis-
dom, the wisdom. of the serpent, 
and applies himself to "ear ga te . " 
After he has obtained audience he 
whispers into the ear, "yea hath 
God said!" As much as to to say, 
it is not true tha t you must do just 
thus or so in order to please God 
or remain in favor with him. If so, 
you will be a slave instead of being 
a free man. You will also be kept 
in ignorance, as those very things 
t h a t the God whom you serve has 
forbidden, are the treasures o! 
knowledge and are destined to make 
one wise, and who does not desire 
liberty and wisdom, both of which 
sa.ys Satan, I freely offer you, and 
t h a t without restrictions. He also 
says, the Lord's ways are unreason-
able; "ye shall no t surely die, for 
God doth know t h a t in the day ye 
eat thereof then your eyes shall be 
opened and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil." 
Having obtained audience he then 
draws the at tent ion of the eye, to 
behold the beautiful things of the 
world, and adds, "all these will I 
give you if you will but worship me, 
which you can do by simply accept-
ing what I offer you and thereby ac-
knowledge my supremacy." 
By his soft words and fair speak-
ing he is daily deceiving the inno-
cent and thereby causing them to 
take the first step in their down-
ward course by the same system 
tha t he devised in the beginning, 
only the work is being done much 
more rapidly as time advances. 
He has multitudes of emissaries in 
the world who labor incessantly in 
what they claim to be their calling: 
to fill the young and tender mind 
with all manner of deadly poison, 
"for filthy lucre's sake." We do not 
need to go t o the ball room, the 
theatre or the saloon and gambling 
dens to become contaminated with 
evil. No; the privileges are extend-
ed to us in a multitude of forms. 
Even in the popular churches of the 
day we have presented before us all 
the pride, vanity, pleasures and en-
joyments of the world, which the 
apostle says "are not of the Fa ther 
but of the world and shall pass 
away." 
Tha t which first a t t rac t s , and t o 
a great extent moulds the mind of 
the innocent, can in many instances 
be traced t o the society by which 
they are surrounded in early life. 
They hear the conversation t h a t is 
too frequently indulged in, as ta-
ble talk. Reviewing the neighbors 
or the church, or on the general top-
ics of the times, which includes 
every new thing of man 's invention) 
till their tender minds ave stored 
with the lightest and poorest sub-
stance out of which t o form good 
character. Then a:S they advance 
in life they come in contact with all 
manner of misleading and degrad-
ing literature which is sown broad-
cast over our land and placed in 
the hands of thousands of promis-
ing young men and women, which 
proves to be their dowfall and ruin. 
These, with the almost numberless 
other inducements and t r aps which 
Satan has set in the very face of the 
church, yea, in the nursery, ought 
to be carefully guarded by every 
Christian parent . F o r the little 
ones hear and see all these things. 
Then when they arrive a t man and 
womanhood we are often astonish-
ed t h a t the young people are so 
careless about their eternal inter-
ests, when the very persons t h a t re-
prove them for their indifference 
have been their teachers and are in 
a., great measure responsible for 
their children's conduct. 
Again, the flesh which is carnal, 
sold under sin, is prone to accept 
these things which appear so harm-
less and yet so impor tan t t h a t they 
are kept in the front rank of the 
family conversation. Here Satan 
has two powerful allies; viz., the 
world and the flesh, t h a t are in 
themselves formidable enemies t o 
the soul and will surely, yet in, 
many cases imperceptibly lead his 
captives down into darkness and 
eternal death. The poet has truly 
said : "The flesh is a dangerous foe 
to grace, where it prevails and 
rules." We have many instances in 
the Bible where good and holy men 
have been deceived thereby and 
have fallen into sin. I believe we 
can trace every sin and fall from 
the creation and fall of man unto 
the yn*esent time, t o these two agen-
cies. For we find t h a t by their rul-
ing unbelief is begotten, which is 
simply an action of the carnal mind, 
prompted or over-ruled by sinful 
flesh. These persons who desire t o 
gratify the carnal mind can easily 
find opportunities. We have them 
a t hand everywhere and how harm-
less they appear. 
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I t is heralded from the pulpit and 
from the press, t h a t it makes no dif-
ference—if the heart is only right— 
whether we obey in all of the com-
mandments or not. God is merci-
ful and will overlook our weak-
nesses. We can engage in those in-
nocent and harmless amusements, 
as they are called, without suffering 
any moral defect. For we are well 
aware t h a t the young people must 
have some enjoyment and the 
world is the only place for them to 
get it, and in order t h a t the young 
people may enjoy themselves, the 
old folks go along with their 
mouths full of excuses, such as, " the 
children wanted to g o ; " "they 
worked hard and we could not re-
fuse t hem;" "we promised them a 
holiday and thought this would be 
a good time to t ake i t ." For the 
very reason t h a t the old ones want-
ed to go just as much as the child-
ren, and a little excuse will help to 
keep conscience from becoming 
alarmed, while Sa tan rejoices over 
the whole affair. In fact, he is de-
lighted in anything t h a t has a ten-
dency to corrupt and detract the 
human family from the simplicity 
of the gospel of Christ and turn the 
course of life downward in the scale 
of holiness. The depth of sin was 
not reached in the fall of Adam, 
t h a t only severed the bond of union 
between God and man, and cast 
him out into the cold uncultivated 
world, a responsible being, account-
able for his life and conduct. Fully 
exposed to the intrigues of the 
enemy of God, and his beloved "man-
soul." The deceitfulness of sin as 
prompted by the world, the flesh 
and the devil has a continual down-
ward tendency. When the innocent 
soul departs from God, it has fallen 
from the most axalted position t h a t 
is possible to a t ta in in this life, and 
the farther it travels on in the ways 
of sin (like the prodical son) the 
more extended and deeper the fall, 
the wider the chasm between it and 
God, the farther from the light of 
life—"which lighteth ever man t h a t 
cometh into the world"—thedarker 
the understanding, the havd§v the 
heart , the more depraved the mind, 
the more seared the conscience. 
Gradually step by step s a t an leads 
the way down, down, down to the 
regions of despair, into the bot tom-
less pit. Rev. ix, 1, 2 ; xx, 1-3. 
Where their course will continue to 
be downward forever. Falling to 
all eternity without the slightest 
hope of ever reaching the bot tom or 
being delivered out of their perilous 
condition. "These shall go away 
into everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into life eternal." 
"Wherefore let him t h a t thinketh 
he standeth, take heed lest he fall." 
"For whatsoever a man soweth t h a t 
shall he also reap ." 1). HEISE . 
Clarence Centre, ]\T. Y. 
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JUSTIFICATION, 
But ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 1 Cor. vi, 
11. 
Justification (in a limited sense) 
is the first step on the line of ex-
perience bj7 those who have entered 
into a religious life. I t may be con-
sidered in a threefold sense, first, in 
the lowest, second, in a, higher, and 
third, in the highest sense. Some 
claim t h a t justification in the high-
est sense is, when we come t o God 
and receive the pardon of all our 
sins, and an evidence of our accept-
ance with God and become so 
changed tha t we know t h a t w e h a v e 
pa.ssed from death unto life. But 
this is not justification in the high-
est sense. The Scripture set forth a 
justification which is not by faith 
only, bu t also of works, and this 
conies in both before and after con-
version or regeneration. Tha t 
which is experienced before conver-
sion, is justification in the lowest 
sense, and t h a t which is experienced 
after conversion, is justification in 
the lowest sense, and t h a t which is 
experienced alter conversion, is jus-
tification in the highest sense. To 
be justified in the sight of God in 
any sense, means to have the ap-
proval of God. Now to be justified 
in the lowest sense, is when the ac-
tions of the individual begins to 
move in a r ight direction, on the 
line and in the way which God directs 
by his word a.nd by his spirit. For 
example, Saul of Tarsus, when the 
Lord appeared to him on his way 
to Damascus, and stopped him in 
his wrong career. He told him t o 
go into the city, etc. He went and 
was justified in the act from t h a t 
moment, and such, no doubt, is the 
experience of many who have enter-
ed a religious life. 
I know it was so with me the 
moment I began to move in a l ight 
direction I felt in a, sense justified 
even though I had no evidence t h a t 
my sins were pardoned, which brings 
justification to us in the next higher 
sense, which is by faith. But the 
highest sense of justification t h a t 
we can read of in the Scripture, is 
tha-t which the a.poetle.James writes 
of in his epistle. I t is experienced 
after we have received pardon by 
exercising faith in the atonement of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle 
refers to Abraham. He says, was 
not Abraham our Fa ther justified 
by work's when he had offered Isaac 
his son upon the al tar . Ye see then 
how t h a t by works a man is justifi-
ed, and not by faith only. 
So every Christian is justified in 
this highest sense only so long as he 
goes on the r ight line. Now it may 
be objected by some who will say, 
we cannot be justified by our works. 
True, we cannot so long as we seek 
it by our works, (and no mat t e r 
how good those works may b&) but 
when the Lord comes to us and 
speaks to us and tells us what to 
do, it is then no more our work, but 
it is the Lord's work. I t is the Lord 
working in us to will and to do of 
his good pleasure, and we go for-
ward in faith, doing t h a t which we 
know to be right. Hence we are 
justified in the highest sense not by 
faith only, but also by works, no t 
indeed our own, but t h a t which God 
works in us when we are wholly giv-
en to him. But ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 
the Spirit of our God. Now it is to 
be feared, t h a t a great m a n y d o n o t 
reach justification in this highest 
sense. They stop when they realize 
the approval of God in the lowest 
sense and not even get the idea of 
anything higher and grander which 
God has promised in his word. But 
I would say. let none rest with such 
a low experience of justification, but 
seek the higher, namely the evidence 
of pardon from all sin. Then the 
still higher.which gives a constant 
approval of God. Then, and not 
till then will we have perfect peace. 
K, BRENNER, 
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death closed his eventful career on 
ear th. Then, the last bu t by no 
means the least, among- Bible char-
acters, we would mention the holy 
and faithful prophet Daniel, of his 
life after his captivity and his faith-
fulness, in the great danger he was 
call to pass through by his false ac-
cusers, and a t last, of his great-
ness on account of his faithfulness 
before God and to men. We might 
mention many more of the Bible 
characters. In fact the whole Bible 
is a grand book for the student. 
And, then, coming to the more re-
cent work, and yet equally as great 
•—yes even greater—the New Testa-
ment of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. What a book for s tudy and 
what a lesson to learn! Taking 
the whole Bible, from the beginning 
of Genesis t o the end of Revelations, 
it is one of the grandest books for 
s tudy t h a t ever were published; and 
with some exceptions by the student, 
the mind can be schooled to delight 
in it and what very often does ap-
peal' t o many a s a dry, uninterest-
ing work only suitable to the religi-
ous mind maj^ become t o all the 
most interesting book extant . But 
then, aside from this, there are oth-
er works t h a t are useful and profita-
ble, such for instance as the lives of 
good men. Religious periodicals, 
and any work t h a t may have a 
tendency t o lead the mind t o con-
template the wonderful works of 
God. 
EXPEEIENOES. 
Sometimes we receive experiences 
of brethren and sisters for publica-
t ion in the VISITOR t h a t we think 
are hardly a.dmittable. We like ex-
periences ; we think they generally 
give the Christian's conflict through 
life, but i t is sometimes the case 
t h a t too much may be written of 
those things t h a t cannot edify oth-
ers, and t h a t are really only pri-
va te or family mat ters , and we 
think t h a t such mat te r does not 
benefit the person who relates i t 
nor the public who reads it. We do 
not like to eliminate such objection-
able matter , and we do not feel jus-
tified in publishing the article with 
t h a t in, and on t h a t account much 
otherwise good mat te r is excluded. 
We hope brethren and sisters will 
profit by these suggestions and if 
their articles do not appear in the 
VISITOR t h a t they will consider t h a t 
it is because they have not used as 
much care as they should in what 
they have written and will t ry 
again. improvement comes by 
care and perseverance—perfection is 
not at tained in one day. 
We learn t h a t Bro. Anthony 
Stoner, formerly of Polo, Ogle Co., 
[11., has removed with his family t o 
Stark Co., Ohio. His post office 
address is now Greentown, Stark 
Co., Ohio. Bro. Stoner has located 
in a community where his labors in 
the ministry are very much needed 
and where he can do much good in 
the Master's service. For many 
years no minister of the Brethren 
church has been living in t h a t pa r t 
of Stark Co., and a wide field for use-
fulness is open for Bro. Stoner there. 
May he be full imbued with the 
Spirit of the Master and may his la-
bor be blessed with the conversion 
and salvat ion of many precious 
souls. 
Will no t our friends everywhere 
do their very u tmos t t o increase 
the circulation of the VISITOR ? All 
t h a t possibly can be done for the 
next two months should be done. 
We think t h a t we may safely pre-
dict an increase of several hundred 
new subscribers by a faithful and 
persistent effort by all. Brother, 
sister whoever or wherever you are 
i t means you. Will you help us 
NOW ? 
BENEVOLENT FUND. 
A. Stoner, f 10.00 
MAEEIED, 
GINDER—GISH.—Married October 21st, 
1890, by Eld. .Tesse-Engle, Bro. Seth H. 
Ginder to Sister Sallie E. Gish, all of 
Dickinson co., Kansas. 
WHAT IS IT TO BE A CHEISTIAN ? 
I t is t o be a loyal disciple of Jesus ; 
a soldier for him; a friend of his; a 
worker for him. The blessings t h a t 
come to all who are Christians are 
inexpressibly precious. How beauti-
ful are the following words of the 
great and good Edward Payson : 
"I am a Christian. What then? 
Why, I am a redeemed sinner, a par-
doned rebel, all through grace, and 
by the most wonderful means which 
infinite wisdom could devise. 
•'I am a Christian. Wha t then? 
Why, I am a, temple of God; and 
surely I ought to be pure and holy. 
" I am a Christian, What then? 
"Why, I am a child of God ; and ought 
to be filled with filial love, reverence, 
joy' and grat i tude. 
" I am a Christian. What then? 
Why, I am a, disciple of Christ, and 
must imitate him who was meek and 
lowly in heart, and pleased not 
himself. 
" I am a Christian. What then? 
Why, I am an heir of heaven, and 
hastening on to the abode of the 
blessed, t o join the full choir of 
glorified ones in singing the song of 
Moses and the Lamb , : and surely I 
ought t o learn t h a t song on ear th . " 
- S e l . 
Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated Lord to tbee. 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them How in ceaseless praise. 
Take my hands and let them move, 
At the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be, 
Swift and "beautiful" for thee. 
Take my voice and let me sing, 
Always, only for my king, 
Take my lips and let them be, 
Filled with messages from thee. 
Take my silver and my*gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use, 
Every power as thou shalt choose. 
Take my. will and make it thine, 
It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart : it is thine own, 
It shall be thy .royal throne. 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be, 
Ever, only all for thee. 
FRANCIS R. HAVERGALE. 
